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Editorial 
MATTERS OF SPECIAL NOTE 


It is believed that on or about March first the Supreme Court will issue the 
rule under which the integrated bar will operate. 


Acting upon the suggestion of the President of the American Bar Association, 
President Hunt has appointed Lance Lazonby, Gainesville, Florida, Wm. A. Mc- 
Rae, Jr., Bartow, Florida, and A. L. McCarthy, Miami, Florida, as and consti- 
tuting a committee for coordination of the activities of the Florida State Bar 
Association and the American Bar Association. Robert R. Milam, of Jacksonville, 
is Chairman of the American Bar Association Coordination Committee. 


Mr. Ben R. Miller, Triad Building, Baton Rouge, Louisiana, represents the 
Fifth Circuit on the American Bar Association’s Committee on Federal Judiciary. 
This committee’s function is first to recommend to the Attorney General persons 
considered qualified by character, temperament, training and experience for ap- 
pointment to existing vacancies in the Federal Court; and, secondly to express 
its opinion to the Senate Judiciary Committee on those actually submitted to the 
Senate by the President for such vacancies. Mr. Miller will welcome expressions 
from the organized associations in the circuit—on both the state and local level. 
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SURVEY OF LEGAL EDUCATION IN FLORIDA 


By MARSHALL H. ADLER, of U. of Miami, School of Law 


Primarily, this survey is meant to be of value to young men about to 
enter upon the practice of the law. 

Each law school graduate is, of course, different from any other. He has 
concepts of life and practice that are his own. He will not fit into any pre- 
conceived pattern. Generally though, he belongs to a group, at least in that 
he wants certain things in common with some of his brothers. 

He wants, for instance, a law practice of a somewhat specific kind. He 
may want to practice in a large city, or a small town practice may seem 
more pleasant to him. He may wish to use his legal talents to succeed in 
the business world, or he may wish to go into government. A position with an 
insurance company or other large corporation may seem suitable to him, or 
perhaps he wants a job in industry. 

Whatever his wishes, the Law School and the organized Bar should stand 
ready to assist him in his choice, and in starting him down his chosen road. 

The young lawyer who has decided that he wishes to go into the general 
practice of law frequently has some trouble in deciding where to settle. He 
wants to become a part of a community, to marry, raise a family, dabble in 
politics, in short, to live happily and fully while serving others. When no 
adequate information as to conditions of practice in the areas more remote 
from the law school exists, the young man generally migrates to the larger 
cities and soon finds that the competition of numbers makes practice less 
pleasant than it might be. 

This survey here, attempted to present some information, incomplete and 
inadequate as it may be, that may assist young men to find their places in 
the sort of community that seems, in abstract, best to them. If they wish the 
strife and turmoil of urban practice, they are herein advised where to find 
it, if they choose to go where they can count their neighbors, we will point 
out the places. 

It is not to be considered that this piece of work by no means proposes 
to be complete or perfect. A project of this nature cannot ever be complete 
or finished. It is hoped that constant revisions will be made, and that all 
data will be added to, checked and re-examined as often as feasible. Some 
data not presently available will no doubt be very valuable when it is re- 
ported, as for example, Sales Tax receipts by counties, number of real prop- 
erty transfers per county, per year, etc. In short, we have here begun what 
we believe will be a project of ever increasing value. 

It may be of interest to report the history of this investigation, and its 
bibliography: 

This particular study is one of many that have been made since 1937 
when the American Bar Association appointed a special committee of 
seven to consider a survey of the economic condition of the bar. Since that 
time several agencies, working almost unnoticed by the ordinary practitioner, 
have been attempting to discover the mechanism, habitat and motivation of 
the genus lawyer. The most important of these is, “The Survey of the Legal 
Profession”, an independent organization sponsored jointly by the Carne- 
gie Foundation and the American Bar Association. This group, with head- 
quarters in Boston, is directed by Reginald Heber Smith, an editor of the 
American Bar Association Journal, and a Boston attorney. The Survey is 
devoted to a consideration of the economic condition of the bar of the United 
States, the opportunities available to the bar for legal service to the com- 
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munity, and the extent to which the lawyers of the country are fulfilling 
these opportunities. 

With the co-operation of Martindale-Hubbell, the Law Directory publishers, 
The Survey of The Legal Profession, has recently issued, “The Statistical 
Report on the Lawyers of the United States”. This report was used as the 
basis for the instant survey of conditions of practice in the State of Florida. 

Then, there were statistics of all types which had to be collected and 
collated. Some were easily obtained but others were difficult to find. It was 
surprising to learn that no accurate county population data was available. 
The figures as given herein were finally specially prepared by the Statistics 
Laboratory of the University of Miami. It is believed that they are accurate 
as of April 1, 1949, but in our State, which grows so rapidly, nearly any 
statistic is out of date by the time it is published. 

The geographical description of the counties were taken from the “Indus- 
trial Directory of Florida” published by the State Chamber of Commerce 
in 1935-6, and from the September 1944 edition of “Know your State” pub- 
lished by the State Department of Agriculture. Here again it was surprising 
to note that no current accurate information was readily available. 

In addition to those statistics which were available, although sometime 
difficult to find, there was information that could only be obtained first hand. 
In order to tap this well, questionnaires were sent to the Clerk of the Circuit 
Court for each county. The response was very gratifying and from this source 
came much useful information all of which was edited, evaluated and set down. 

This survey strayed from the beaten tract in that no questionnaires were 
addressed to members of the bar. The reasons for this were several. First, it 
has been generally found that lawyers are too busy to answer such queries 
and the sample which can be obtained in this manner is quite small percentage- 
wise. Secondly, it has been postulated that the answers received are fre- 
quently inaccurate due to the natural tendencies of man to take the easy 
way, and due to the average lawver’s low estimate of the importance of his 
own answer. There were the further reasons of expense, lack of time, and 
others all of which combined to make such a questionnaire seem imprac- 
tical as well as unnecessary at present. It might be noted here that of 56 
answering, 47 of the clerks would not recommend practice in their county 
to a young lawyer. Practice in their county was recommended by the clerks 
of Hillsborough, Broward, Duval, Lake, Okeechobee, Santa Rosa, Pasco, Pinel- 
las and Putnam counties. Under the circumstances, these answers must be 
discounted entirely. The exact reason for this preponderance of opinion 
cannot, of course, be traced, but a wide variety of motives are suspected, 
ranging from an honest fear of influencing a young man to try too hard a 
job, to a feeling that it might be wise to scare off possible competition. 

It is positively not recommended that anyone choose a place to practice 
solely from the information contained in this study, and without first visit- 
ing the county that seems likely. Conditions can best be examined on the 
spot, and a personal appraisal is obligatory. This is meant not as an apology 
for the survey, for, it is hoped that it is as good and as accurate as, under 
the circumstances, possible. However, it has limitations, and no one knows 
them better than the author. Statistics are cold, and really reliable only where 
comparisons are to be made. Statistical facts and real facts frequently wear 
clothes of the same cut, but in different colors, so that an accurate evalu- 
ation is of great importance. 

There is a secondary importance to this survey which ought not be over- 
looked. This becomes apparent when we consider that facts and figures are 
necessary preliminary to any activity of the Organized Bar relative to exer- 
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cising its responsibilities to the public. If it is the duty of the Bar to see 
that adequate legal assistance is available to all desiring it, then there must 
be some scientific method of ascertaining what areas are deficient in their 
lawyer-population ratio, and what opportunities for economic security for 
the lawyer lie in each geographical area. 

In the last analysis, such studies as are now being made, will point out 
where conditions indicate that more lawyers are needed, and the Bar may 
then better perform the task of seeing that adequate legal service is pro- 
vided to all who wish or need it, no matter in what section of the State 
they may live. 

There is certain additional information which became apparent in the 
assembling of this survey, which is undoubtedly of some interest to our 
Bar. “The Survey of Current Business”, a publication of the United States 
Commerce Department in its issue of August, 1949, gave as the net income 
of the average Florida practitioner for 1948 $6755.00. It might also be pointed 
out here that the total number of practicing lawyers in our state is about 
3065 and that the average age is fifty years. We have a reasonably well edu- 
cated Bar, in that two-thirds of its members attended undergraduate college 
and three-fourths attended law school. On the debit side of the ledger we 
see that only about ten percent of the legal profession hold office in federal, 
state and local government. Our public affairs might weil run more smoothly 
and efficiently if greater use were made of the talent on hand. Having the 
facts at hand, it is hoped that the Bar may be able to do much to remedy 
this situation. 

In conclusion, our survey would seem to indicate that in many of our 
counties law graduates may be able to find placement advantageous to the 
community as well as the profession. The profession as a whole can hardly 
be considered in good health while many individual members find little pleas- 
ure and profit in their work. To be well and successfully practiced, the law 
must be the lawyer’s avocation as well as his trade. The organized Bar 
recognizes its responsibility to see that the law is well practiced, and it is 
for this reason that we are presently engaged in an effort to determine the 
deficiencies of practice, to remedy them, and so to make the lawyer more 
able to contribute fully to the life and well being of his community. 


Number of Lawyers Lawyer Population 


Per County Ratio 
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18 Flagler 


1-2008 
19 Franklin 


1-1443 


2 
4 
20 Gadsden —__— 13 1-4171 
3 
4 
5 
3 


23 Gulf 1-2260 
24 Hamilton 1-2322 
25 Hardee 1-1958 
26 Hendry 1-2260 
27 Hernando ——__ ‘ 11 1- 616 
28 Highlands 13 1-1100 
270 1- 835 
30 Holmes eee 1-3933 
31 Indian River _. 11 1-1118 
33 Jefferson 4 1-2698 
35 Lake 1-1125 
37 Leon _.... 100 1- 399 
39 Liberty _ 5 1- 602 
1- 854 
4i Omeechobee 4 1-1067 
1-1569 
1-1053 
1-1775 
1-2259 
6 
4 


STATE OF FLORIDA 8065 1- 818 
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ALACHUA COUNTY—48,700 
Gainesville 


Alachua County is located in the north central part of the state and con- 
tains 570,940 acres, of which about one-half is in farms. The average eleva- 
tion of the county is more than 180 feet above sea level, and the surface of 
the country is rolling. The county is predominantly agricultural in its inter- 
ests. Its industries are largely agricultural in character, and one of the most 
promising is the tungoil industry. Other industries of major importance 
include naval stores, plants and sawmills, and there are a large number of 
smaller enterprises of various kinds which contribute to the commercial wel- 
fare of the county. The University of Florida, which includes the State Col- 
lege of Agriculture, is located at Gainesville, the county seat, and has a fac- 
ulty of educational prominence, a large student enrollment and magnificent 
equipment. The State Experiment Station, the State Plant Board, and the 
United States Food Experiment Station are also located there. A natural history 
museum containing many rare specimens is a part of the University’s facili- 
ties. State and University radio station WRUF has its studio on the Univer- 
sity Campus. 

Number of lawyers in active practice: 42. Average age: 43.9 years. Number 
of cases filed in 1948: Civil 581, Criminal 188. Number of cases filed to Oct. 
1, 1949: Civil 488, Criminal 147. There are four lawyers employed by the county 
—1l Judicial, 3 Non-judicial. The county is predominantly rural. Law Library 
facilities are available at the University of Florida and County Library; 
Circuit Judges Chambers. Estimated average annual earnings of lawyers are 
$4800.00 to $6000.00. Estimated average monthly office rental expense is 
$45.00. Estimated average monthly stenographic expense is $165.00. Laymen 
compete for legal business. Conditions of practice considered fair. Lawyers 
are prominent in civic affairs. A lawyer cannot be assured of living income 
from the beginning but future prospects seem good. Thirty-one lawyers at- 
tended college, of which number eighteen received degrees. Availabl data 
indicates that thirty-four attended law schools and all received degrees. 
Eighteen lawyers practice alone, thirteen as members of firms, and seven as 
associates. Lawyer population ration, one: 1150. 


BAKER COUNTY—5,775 
MacClenny 


Baker County is located in northeastern Florida, between, Columbia and 
Duval counties and bordering on the Georgia line, and is advantageously 
located for the ready marketing of truck and fruit crops as well as dairy 
and poultry products. It is one of the smaller counties of this section, having 
a total area of 353,064 acres. Near MacClenny are two of the largest nurseries 
in Florida. These firms ship nursery products all over the world and employ 
hundreds of people. Lumber and naval stores’ products have long been a 
source of much revenue and the turpentine and rosin industries are operated 
on a considerable scale. No part of the county is more than fifty miles from 
Jacksonville. Poultry raising is one of the most promising industries of the 
county, producing eggs and birds for shipment by truck to Jacksonville and 
other points. The elevation of MacClenny is 153 feet above sea level. The 
average annual rainfall is 49.27 inches, and the heaviest rainfall is in June, 
July, August and September. 


Number of lawyers in active practice: 3. Average age: 63 years. No infor- 
mation available as to number of cases filed in 1948 or to October 1, 1949. 
There are two lawyers employed by the county in non-judicial positions. The 
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county is predominantly rural. There are no law library facilities available. 
Estimated average annual earnings of lawyer is $5000.00. Estimated average 
monthly stenographic expense is $125.00. Laymen do not compete for legal 
business. Conditions of practice considered poor. Lawyers are prominent in 
civic affairs. Information indicates that one lawyer attended college and 
that one lawyer attended law school and received a degree. All lawyers 
practice alone. Lawyer population ratio, one: 1925. 


BAY COUNTY—36,150 
Panama City 

Bay county is located in the northwestern part of the state, bordering 
upon the Gulf of Mexico. The county is thirty-six miles wide and averages 
about twenty-five miles in depth. Two railroads serve the county, and a 
good highway leads from Panama City to Marianna. There is also a splendid 
highway along the coast. Panama City is a beautifully located little city with 
paved streets, modern water works, and a dependable supply of electric power. 
Lynn Haven and other nearby residence centers have many beautiful homes. 
It has been estimated that St. Andrews Bay has four hundred miles of water 
front, and splendid fishing, both salt and fresh water attracts large numbers 
of sportsmen from Florida and other states. 

Number of lawyers in active practice: 17. Average age: 48 years. There 
are two lawyers employed by the county. The county is predominantly rural. 
Ten lawyers attended college, two received degrees. Eleven attended law 
school and eleven received degrees. Eleven practice alone and six are mem- 
bers of firms. Lawyer population ratio, one: 2126. 


BRADFORD COUNTY—12,050 
Starke 


Bradford county, one of the smaller counties of the state, formerly included 
the territory at present embraced by Baker, Columbia and Union counties, 
and was originally known as New River county. Its area is 181,408 acres. 
The county has an elevation of 18 feet above sea level at some points. The 
principal activities are lumber and naval stores production. The county has 
good elementary and high schools and Starke is an old town of considerable 
wealth and excellent conditions. Hampton and Lawtey are the principal smaller 
towns in Bradford county. 

Number of lawyers in active practice: 9. Average age: 57.5 years. Number 
of cases filed in 1948: Civil 834, Criminal 32. Number of cases filed to Oct. 
1, 1949: Civil 483, Criminal 16. (A majority of these civil cases are brought 
by attorneys residing outside of this county and the interested parties are 
not usually local residents.) There are three lawyers employed by the county 
—2 Judicial, 1 non-judicial. The county is predominantly rural. There are 
no law library facilities available. Average annual earnings are not reported. 
Estimated average monthly office expense is $40.00. Estimated average month- 
ly stenographic expense is $150.00. Laymen do not compete for legal business. 
Conditions of practice considered fair. Lawyers are not all prominent in civic 
affairs. Seven lawyers attended college and two received degrees. Available 
data indicates that five attended law school and three received degrees. A 
lawyer cannot be assured of living income from the beginning of practice. 
All lawyers practice alone. Lawyer population ratio, one: 1338. 


BREVARD COUNTY—22,845 
Titusville 
Brevard County, with a width of about twenty miles east and west and a 
length of seventy-two miles north and south, is a narrow strip of land on 
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the east coast of Florida, situated near the middle of the Atlantic seaboard 
of the state. The Indian River, made famous by the oranges and grapefruit 
of that name, runs the entire length of the county, and the Banana River, 
forming the eastern boundary of Merrit Island, is another important water- 
course. The St. Johns River forms the western boundary of the county. The 
county, which was formed in 1885, has a total area of 671,626 acres. The 
elevation is 14.8 feet above sea level at Titusville and 26.5 at Cocoa. The 
leading agricultural enterprise of the county is the growing of citrus fruit, 
and the groves of this section are famous for the quality of their fruit. There 
are large fruit packing houses in the county, and farmers are organized for 
the marketing of crops. Tourists visit the towns and cities of this section 
yearly. 

Titusville, the county seat, and Cocoa, Rockledge, Eau Gallie and Mel- 
bourne are towns of importance. Number of lawyers in active practice: 23. 
Average age: 50. Number of cases filed in 1948: Civil 691, Criminal 82. Num- 
ber of cases filed to Oct. 1, 1949: Civil 479, Criminal 45. There are three law- 
yers employed by the county—1 Judicial and 2 non-judicial. The county is 
predominantly urban. There are no law library facilities available. Average 
income for lawyers is not reported. Estimated average monthly stenographic 
expense is $150.00. There is little competition for legal business by laymen. 
Conditions of practice considered fair. Lawyers are prominent in civic affairs. 
Twelve lawyers attended college, four received degrees. Sixteen reportedly 
attended law school, fourteen received degrees. Fourteen practice alone, 
seven practice as firms. Lawyer population ratio, one: 993. 


BROWARD COUNTY—76,820 
Fort Lauderdale 

Broward county was created in 1915 from parts of Palm Beach and Dade 
counties. It lies on the lower east coast of Florida, on the Atlantic Ocean, 
in the only sub-tropical part of the United States. There are 990,227 acres 
in the county, eighty-five per cent of which lie in the Everglades. The eastern 
strip of the county is thickly settled. Fort Lauderdale, the county seat, is 
the largest city. Deerfield, Pompano, Oakland Park, Dania, Hollywood and 
Hallandale on the coast, and the Everglades communities of Davie and Griffin 
are its other major settlements. 

Broward’s major industries are tourists and farming. Fort Lauderdale and 
Holiywood entertain thousands of tourists each year. Number of lawyers in 
active practice: 95. Average age: 45. Number of cases filed in 1948: Civil 
1500, Criminal 800. Number of cases filed to Oct. 1, 1949. Civil 1193, Criminal 
628. There are 17 lawyers employed by the county—five Judicial. The county 
is predominantly urban. There is a law library available in the office of the 
Circuit Court. Estimated average annual earnings of lawyers are $7000.00. 
Estimated average monthly office rental is $125.00. Estimated average monthly 
stenographic expense is $175.00. Laymen do not compete for legal business. 
Conditions of practice are considered excellent. Lawyers are prominent in 
civic affairs. Sixty-eight lawyers attended college, and forty-five received 
degrees. Seventy-four attended law school and sixty-five received degrees. 
Thirty-nine practice alone, forty-one as firms, four as associates, and one 
is employed. Lawyer population ratio, one: 808. 


CALHOUN COUNTY—7,030 
Blountstown 


Calhoun county formerly extended from Jackson county to the Gulf of 
Mexico, but in 1925 the southern half of the county was cut off to form Gulf 
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County, the present area being 356,717 acres. It has a variety of soils and 
natural resources, but the possibilities of the county have not been developed 
to any great degree. Naval stores, lumber and fishing are the leading indus- 
tries of this section. Tobacco has been successfully grown here, and large 
acreages are anticipated. There are many sawmills and turpentine distilleries. 
Rotary cut veneer, turpentine barrels and staves are manufactured here. The 
average rainfall is 55.82 inches. The elevation above sea level is 51 feet at 
Blountstown. 

Number of lawyers in active practice: 5. Average age: 60. Number of 
cases filed in 1948: Civil 87, Criminal 10. Number of cases filed to Oct. 1, 
1949 Civil 92, Criminal 6. There is one lawyer employed by the county in 
judicial capacity and one in non-judicial capacity. The county is predomi- 
nantly rural. Law library facilities are not available. Estimated average an- 
nual earnings of lawyer are $5000.00. Estimated average monthly office rental 
is $50.00. Estimated average stenographic expense is $150.00. Laymen do not 
compete for legal business. Conditions of practice are considered good. Law- 
yers are prominent in civic affairs. Two lawyers attended college; two at- 
tended law school, one received a degree. All lawyers practice alone. Lawyer 
population ratio, one: 1406. 


CHARLOTTE COUNTY—5,270 
Punta Gorda 


Charlotte county, lying along the southwest coast of Florida, has a total 
area of 493,572 acres. It has a large undeveloped back country, but there 
is a steady increase in the acreage under cultivation. Punta Gorda, on Char- 
lotte Harbor Bay, is an important point of shipment for food fish. There 
are several companies engaged in this business, all of them running fishing 
boats through Charlotte Harbor Bay down into the Gulf of Mexico. 

Number of lawyers in active practice: 5. Average age: 40 years. Number 
of cases filed in 1948: Civil 84, Criminal 12. Number of cases filed to Oct. 1, 
1949: Civil 49, Criminal 9. There are two lawyers employed by the county— 
1 Judicial, 1 non-judicial. The county is predominantly rural. There are no 
law library facilities available. No data reported on average earnings. Laymen 
do not compete for legal business. Conditions of practice considered good. 
Lawyers are prominent in civic affairs. Three attended college and one 
received a degree. Two attended law school and one received a degree. All 
lawyers practice alone. Lawyer population ratio, one: 1129. 


CITRUS COUNTY—6,779 
Inverness 

Citrus county borders on the Gulf of Mexico at the narrowest east and 
west point of the peninsula. Because of its location it has less variation in 
climate than many counties in the state. The average rainfall is 50.66 inches 
and the average temperature is 70.1 degrees. The county contains 379,803 
acres. There has been a considerable revival of interest in the lumber busi- 
ness in the last few years with the opening up of large stands of hardwood 
for cutting. Inverness is located upon gently rolling hills rising from Lake 
Tsala Apopka, which borders the city on the east and north. About fifty miles 
of fresh-water lake is accessible to Inverness and its immediate vicinity. 

Number of lawyers in active practice: 6. Average age : 55. Number of cases 
filed in 1948: Civil 109, Criminal 16. Number of cases filed to Oct. 1, 1949: 
Civil 76, Criminal 17. There is one lawyer employed by the county in judicial 
capacity. The county is predominantly rural. There are no law library facili- 
ties available. No data reported on average annual earnings. Laymen do not 
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compete for legal business. Conditions of practice considered fair. Two law- 
yers attended college and one attended law school. All lawyers practice alone. 
Lawyer population ratio, one: 1129. 


CLAY COUNTY—10,290 
Green Cove Springs 


Clay county is located in northeastern Florida, only an hour’s drive south 
of Jacksonville. The total area of the county is 381,165 acres. Local markets 
absorb poultry, dairy and farm products in considerable quantity, especially 
during the winter season, and excellent markets are available in Jackson- 
ville for all kinds of produce. Transportation facilities are good. The average 
annual rainfall is 53.52 inches, and the general drainage of the county is good. 
Planting of tung oil trees have been made in this county with successful 
results, and the development of this industry in this section of Florida is 
anticipated. Green Cove Springs is named for the famous mineral spring 
located there. It has been a tourist and health resort for many years. The 
springs are located near the bank of the St. Johns River, and a large nata- 
torium is connected with them. The water is said to have highly beneficial 
medicinal properties. 

Number of lawyers in active practice: 8 (1 female). Average age: 46. 
Number of cases filed in 1948: Civil 218, Criminal 39. Number of cases filed to 
Oct. 1, 1949: Civil 234, Criminal 14. There are two lawyers employed by the 
county in judicial capacity. The county is predominantly rural. There are 
no law library facilities available. No data reported on average annual earn- 
ings. Laymen do not compete for legal business. Conditions of practice con- 
sidered fair. Lawyers are prominent in civic affairs. Six attended college, two 
received degrees. Five attended law school and three received degrees. Four 


practice alone and two are members of firms. Lawyer population ratio, one: 
1268. 


COLLIER COUNTY—5,270 
Everglades 


Collier county was named for Barron G. Collier, a distinguished and na- 
tionally known Southerner, who owned a large part of the 1,267,200 acres 
within the boundaries of the county. Only a very small percentage of this 
has been placed under cultivation, but there has been a steady growth along 
agricultural lines. Packing houses and canning plants are available and fruit 
and vegetable sales are made on the ground. The Atlantic Coast Line and 
Seaboard Air Line railroads operate 105 miles of trunk line railroad in the 
county, and the Collier organization maintains considerable private trackage. 
The county has many miles of hard-surfaced highway and eighty miles of 
the famous Tamiami Trail lie within Collier county. One of the last large 
stands of cypress in the United States is located in this county. Carefully 
cruised and estimated, it has been determined that 990,000,000 feet of this 
valuable wood is ready to be utilized, together with 1,670,000 feet of dense pine. 

Number of lawyers in active practice: 3. Number of cases filed in 1948: 
Civil 70, Criminal 7. Number of cases filed to Oct. 1, 1949: Civil 62, Criminal 
13. There is one lawyer employed by the county. The county is predominantly 
rural. There are no law library facilities available. Estimated average an- 
nual earnings of lawyers are $4000.00. Estimated average monthly office 
rental expense is $50.00. Laymen do not compete for legal business. Conditions 
of practice considered poor. Lawyers are prominent in civic affairs. Lawyer 
population ratio, one: 1765. 
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COLUMBIA COUNTY—19,835 
Lake City 

Columbia county, which is located on the northern border of the state, 
has an area of 538,925 acres. The raising of beef and dairy cattle, shipment of 
hogs and extensive production of turkeys and other poultry, and eggs are 
industries which are developing steadily and which find encouraging produc- 
tion conditions. Excellent markets are found both locally and in Jacksonville 
—only sixty-two miles east, for poultry and dairy products. Lumber and naval 
stores have been important sources of income. Oak, hickory, gum and magnolia 
are the principal woods. Lake City, the county seat, is often called “The 
Gateway to Florida.” It has beautiful lakes and large oak trees to enhance 
its charm. The United States Hospital for War Veterans is located here. The 
average annual rainfall according to government figures is 62.49 inches. The 
county seat has an altitude of 210 feet above sea level. 

Number of lawyers in active practice: 14. Average age: 45. Number of 
eases filed in 1948: Civil 157, Criminal 40. Number of cases filed to Oct. 1, 
1949: Civil 149, Criminal 55. There are two lawyers employed by the county 
in judicial capacity and two in non-judicial capacity. The county is pre- 
dominantly rural. There are no law library facilities available. Estimated 
average annual earnings of lawyers are $2500.00. Estimated average monthly 
office rental expense is $35.00. Estimated average monthly stenographic ex- 
pense is $120.00. There is some competition by laymen for legal business. Con- 
ditions of practice are considered poor. Lawyers are prominent in civic affairs. 
There are three lawyers who attended college and six attended law school and 
five received degrees. Nine practice alone and two as members of firms. Law- 
yer population ratio, one: 1416. 


DADE COUNTY—450,000 
Miami 


Dade county is located on the southeast coast of Florida at the end of the 
peninsula. It has been settled for many years, but has had very rapid growth 
during the last decade. The most tropical conditions to be found on the main- 
land of the United States prevail here and in adjoining counties, but because 
of the nearness of the Atlantic Ocean and the Gulf of Mexico, from which there 
are strong trade winds, there is not the heat of the tropics. The average tem- 
perature is 68 degrees in the winter and 81 degrees in summer. The average 
rainfall is 59.94 inches. The heaviest rainfall is in the summer months, and 
the lightest in December, January and February. Excellent steamer service is 
available from Miami to the ports of Florida and the world. Miami is an inter- 
national airport center. Aviation is now the largest industry in Dade County. 
Dade county has a variety of manufacturing enterprises, some of which are 
conducted on a rather large scale. There are many fruit and vegetable can- 
neries in the county. 

Number of lawyers in active practice: 950. Average age: 45 years. Number 
of cases filed in 1948: Civil 8555, Criminal, lst degree murder and rape only: 
37. Number of cases filed to October 1, 1949: Civil 6985; Criminal, Ist degree 
murder and rape only: 44. There are approximately 105 lawyers employed by 
the county—30 judicial and 75 non-judicial. The county is predominantly 
urban. Law library facilities are available at Dade County Bar Association 
Library, County Building, also Miami Beach Bar Association Law Library 
and The University of Miami Law School. Estimated average annual earnings 
of lawyers are $4500.00 to $5000.00. Estimated average monthly office rental 
expense is $125.00. Estimated average monthly stenographic expense is $225.00. 
There is some competition by laymen for legal business. Conditicns of prac- 


98 FLORIDA LAW JOURNAL 


tice are considered fair. Lawyers are not prominent in civic affairs. Approxi- 
mately 700 lawyers attended college of which number 350 received degrees. 
850 lawyers attended law school of which number 700 received degrees. 500 
lawyers practice alone and 300 practice as members of firms, the rest as asso- 
ciates and employees. Lawyer population ratio, one: 473. 


DeSOTO COUNTY—8,790 
Arcadia 

Until 1921 DeSoto county was one of the largest counties in the state. In 
that year the legislature divided it, forming four new counties and leaving 
381,578 acres in DeSoto county proper. The average rainfall is 50.04 inches, 
and extremes of temperature are rarely known. The land is varied in char- 
acter, with practically all types of Florida soil represented. Citrus fruits take 
the lead in agricultural production, the average annual production being over 
1,000,000 boxes. DoSoto county has always been a large producer of beef catfle, 
and the revenue from this source amounts into considerable sums annually. 
There are large numbers of beef cattle in herds ranging the prairie lands 
of this section, and poultry and dairying herds are increasing. There are com- 
mercial canning factories handling fruits and vegetables and specializing in 
grapefruit and grapefruit juice. The county also has fruit packing housés 
and a number of small manufacturing plants. Arcadia is an attractive town. It 
is the home of a permanent Chautauqua and a state hospital is located here. 

Number of lawyers in active practice: 14. Average age: 50 years. Number 
of cases filed in 1948: Civil 90, Criminal 257. Number of cases filed to Oct. 1, 
1949: Civil 80, Criminal 485. There are 3 lawyers employed by the county. 1 
Judicial, 2 non-judicial. The county is predominantly rural. There are no law 
library facilities available. Estimated average annual earnings of lawyer are 
$5000.00. Estimated average monthly office rental expense is $60.000. Estimated 
average monthly stenographic expense is $160.000. There is no competition 
by laymen for legal business. Conditions of practice considered fair. Lawyers 
are prominent in civic affairs. Six lawyers attended college, six attended law 
school and five received degrees. Eight lawyers practice alone, five as members 
of firms. Lawyer population ratio, one: 627. 


DIXIE COUNTY—4,770 
Cross City 


Dixie county is located in the northwest part of the peninsula in the bend 
formed by the coast line bordering on the Gulf of Mexico. The area of the 
county is 456,529 acres. Dixie county has vast supplies of timber, most of 
which is owned and cut by large lumber corporations which handle pine, 
cypress and other timber. Thousands of pounds of fish are shipped to Eastern 
markets each year from this county, and there are several commercial fisheries 
operating in both fresh and salt waters. A cold storage plant has been con- 
structed at Cross City for the handling of fish. The elevation above sea level 
is 53 feet at Cross City. Some of the most beautiful natural scenery in Florida 
can be observed in this county. The Suwannee river follows a winding course 
on its western edge, and one of the principal highways in the county follow 
this river along a bluff overlooking the stream for some distance. There are 
two excellent beaches on the Gulf of Mexico, and sportsmen come from long 
distances to enjoy the splendid fishing opportunities here. There are, also, 
numerous oyster beds here. 

Number of lawyers in active practice: 3. Average age: 50. Number of 
cases filed in 1948: Civil 5, Criminal 3. Number of cases to Oct. 1, 1949: Civil 
3, Criminal 3. There is one lawyer employed by the county. The county is pre- 


FLORIDA LAW JOURNAL 99 


dominantly rural. There are no law library facilities available. Estimated aver- 
age annual earnings of lawyers are $2500.00. Estimated average monthly office 
rental expense is $20.00. Estimated average monthly stenographic expense is 
$40.00. There is no competition by laymen for legal business. Conditions of 
practice considered fair. Lawyers are not considered prominent in civic affairs. 
One lawyer attended college. All lawyers practice alone. Lawyer population 
ratio, one: 1590. 
DUVAL COUNTY—265,365 
Jacksonville 

Duval county, one of the first counties created in Florida, was formed in 
1822 and bears the name of Florida’s second governor, William P. Duval. It 
is located in the northeastern section of the state and is bounded by Nassau, 
Baker, Clay, and St. Johns counties and the Atlantic Ocean. It has a total 
area of 400,535 acres. Cattle raising formed the first important industry of 
the county in its early years, and with the growth of the city of Jacksonville 
the demand for milk and dairy products led to the beginning of a dairy in- 
dustry. Jacksonville is a large shipping and industrial center. It is about 25 
feet above sea level and has a mean temperature of 69.3 and an average rain- 
fall of 50.34 inches. Jacksonville and its environs have long enjoyed an en- 
viable reputation as a recreation center, and many tourists come here annually. 

Number of lawyers in active practice: 359. Average age 49. Twelve of these 
are female. Number of cases filed in 1948: Civil 3142, Criminal 552. Number of 
cases filed to Oct. 1, 1949: Civil 2302, Criminal 739. There are twenty-three 
lawyers employed by the county. 13 judicial, 10 non-judicial. The county is 
predominantly urban. Law Library facilities are available in the county law 
library. No data recorded as to average annual earnings. Estimated average 
office rental expense is $85.00. Estimated average monthly stenographic ex- 
pense is $150.00. Laymen do not compete for legal business. Conditions of 
practice are considered fair. Lawyers are prominent in civic affairs. Two 
hundred and fifty-four attended college and 143 received degrees. 285 attended 
law school and 243 received degrees. 205 practice alone and 96 practice as 


members of firms, 34 practice as associates and five as employees. Lawyer 
population ratio, one: 739. 


ESCAMBIA COUNTY—95,150 
Pensacola 


Escambia county is located in the extreme northwest corner of the state, 
and its county seat, Pensacola, is the principal city of northwestern Florida. 
The city is located on a bluff overlooking Pensacola Bay and its harbor is one 
of the best natural harbors in the South. Shipping to and from all parts of 
the world passes through its port. As a deep water seaport and railroad 
center, Pensacola has attracted a large variety of manufacturing and indus- 
trial plants, and the fact that the harbor is so sheltered and yet so accessible 
has induced nationally known business concerns to establish docks and ware- 
houses there. Pensacola has a large wholesale district which handles export 
and import goods. The climate is mild and is tempered by the proximity of 
’ various bodies of water. Pensacola is bordered on three sides by water 


Pensacola Bay, Bayou Texar and Chico. The average annual temperature is 
67.7 degrees. The average annual rainfall is 57.83 inches, and the elevation 
above sea level is about 24 feet at Pensacola. The harbor is defended by three 
Government forts. The larger battleships can enter here, and submarines and 
reserve torpedo boats are often stationed at this point. Pensacola has one of 
the nation’s largest naval air stations and its airfields train may thousands 
of men each year. Pensacola is one of the oldest cities in the United States. 
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Number of lawyers active in practice: 59. Average age: 44. Number of 
eases filed in 1948: Civil 776, Criminal 5. Number of cases filed to Oct. 1, 
1949: Civil 652, Criminal 7. There are 12 lawyers employed by the county. 6 
Judicial, 6 non-judicial. Seven are employed by governmental agencies other 
than the county. The County is predominantly rural. Law library facilities 
are available at the county court house. No data submitted as to estimated 
average earnings. Laymen do not compete for legal business. Conditions of 
practice are considered fair. Lawyers are not considered prominent in civic 
affairs. Thirty-six attended college, twenty-one received degrees. Thirty- 
eight attended law school, thirty-six received degrees. Twenty-eight practice 


alone, twenty-three as members of firms and two as associates. Lawyer popt- 
lation ratio, one: 1612. 


FLAGLER COUNTY—4,017 
Bunnell 


Flagler county has an area of 332,453 acres, and about one-third of its 
area is unusually productive agricultural land. The Bladen soils, which are 
known among the best soils of Florida for farm purposes, comprise a large 
part of this area. They are well adapted to the growing of practically all 
kinds of vegetables and several fruit creps. There are lumber mills, cooper- 
age plants, and naval stores plants. At Flagler Beach, the principal resort 
town of the county, a six-hundred foot fishing pier has been built into the 
Atlantic by the municipality and many visitors come to this and other 
communities for fishing and other recreational opportunities. 

Number of lawyers in active practice: 2. Average age: 40 years. Number of 
eases filed in 1948: Civil 9, Criminal 23. Number of cases filed to Oct. 1, 1949: 
Civil 14, Criminal 6. There are two lawyers employed by the county. 1 Judicial 
and one non-judicial. The county is predominantly rural. There are no law 
library facilities available. Estimated average monthly office rental expense 
is $50.00. Estimated average annual earnings of lawyer are $6000.00. Esti- 
mated average monthly stenographic expense is $200.00. Laymen do not com- 
pete for legal practice. Conditions of practice considered fair. Lawyers are 
prominent in civic affairs. One lawyer attended college and one attended 


law school and received a degree. Both lawyers practice alone. Lawyer popu- 
lation ratio, one: 2008. 


FRANKLIN COUNTY—5,775 
Apalachicola 

Franklin County is located in the northwestern part of the state, with 
an extended frontage on the Gulf of Mexico. The Apalachicola River forms 
its western boundary. The county is quite level, the highest elevation being 
about twenty feet above sea level. The area of the county is 365,597 acres. 
The chief sources of income are the naval stores, lumber, oyster and shrimp 
industries. The county has good transportation facilities by rail and highway. 
Hunting and fishing offer attractive inducements to sportsmen in this section, 
and many of them visit this county annually. 

Number of lawyers in active practice: 4. Average age: 45 years. Number of 
cases filed in 1948: Civil, 76, Criminal 18. Number of cases filed to Oct. 1, 
1949: Civil 30, Criminal 10. There are three lawyers employed by the county. 
The county is predominantly rural. There are no law library facilities avail- 
able. Estimated average annual earnings of lawyer are $3500.00. Estimated 
average monthly office rental expense is $40.00. Estimated average monthly 
stenographic expense is not reported. Laymen do not compete for legal busi- 
ness. Conditions of practice considered fair. Lawyers are prominent in civic 
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affairs. Three attended college, one received a degree. Three attended law 
school and two received degrees. All practice alone. Lawyer population ratio, 
one: 1443. 
GADSDEN COUNTY—54,228 
Quincy 

Gadsden county has a total area of 334,744 acres. It is one of the stronger 
agricultural counties of northwest Florida. Tobacco growing is an industry 
of first importance, and is confined largely to the Sumatra wrapper type. The 
industry was first established here about seventy-five years ago and it has 
grown steadily in volume of production. There are tobacco drying plants, 
warehouses and buyers at Quincy, and the tobacco market in the latter part 
of each summer attracts many people to this section. The Fuller’s earth mines 
and plants are one of the most important enterprises in the county, and it is 
said that 85% of the Fuller’s earth, much used by chemical industries of the 
United States, is produced in Gadsden county. Wood distillation and utiliza- 
tion in branches of the naval stores industry have been given considerable 
attention here. A hydro-electric plant, completed at a cost of over $2,000,000 
is located on the Ocklockonee River between Gadsden and Leon counties and 
is an important industrial development for the benefit of this entire section. 
At Quincy, the elevation above sea level is about 243 feet. Gadsden county 
is situated among rolling hills and has good water and good drainage. The 
Florida State Hospital is located at Chattahoochee and occupies extensive 
buildings and grounds. 

Number of lawyers in active practice: 13. Average age, 43 years. Number 
of cases filed in 1948: Civil 169, Criminal 750. Number of cases filed to Oct. 
1, 1949: Civil 126, Criminal 500. There are four lawyers employed by the 
county—two judicial, two non-judicial. The county is predominantly rural. 
There are no law library facilities available. Estimated average earnings of 
lawyers are $6000.00. Estimated average monthly office rental expense is 
$50.00. Estimated average monthly stenographie expense is $125.00. Laymen 
compete for some legal business. Conditions of practice are considered fair. 
Lawyers are prominent in civic affairs. Seven attended college and two re- 
ceived degrees. Eleven attended law school and eight received degrees. Three 
lawyers practice alone and six are members of firms. Lawyer population ratio, 
one: 4171. 


GILCHRIST COUNTY—3,766 
Trenton 

Gilchrist county is one of the youngest in the state, having been created at 
a special session of the legislature in 1925. It has a total area of 221,122 acres. 
The soil is particularly suited for the production of watermelons and many 
hundreds of carloads are shipped from this county each year. June is the 
leading month of shipment, and most of the melons are sent to New York 
and Chicago markets. There is a large quantity of standing timber, princi- 
pally pine and cypress, in the county and turpentine distilleries are a source 
of considerable income. The county is bounded on the north by the Santa 
Fe River and on the west by the Suwannee River. The elevation above sea 
level is 63 feet at Trenton. 

Number of lawyers in active practice: 2. Average age: 65 years. Number of 
cases filed in 1948: No information. There is one lawyer employed by the 
county in judicial capacity. The county is predominantly rural. There are 
no law library facilities available. Estimated average annual earnings of 
lawyer are not available. Estimated average monthly office rental expense is 
$25.00. Estimated average monthly stenographic expense is $100.00. Laymen 
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do not compete for legal business. Conditions of practice are considered good. 
Lawyers are prominent in civic affairs. One lawyer attended college and one 
lawyer attended law school. Both lawyers practice alone. Lawyer population 
ratio, one: 1888. 


GLADES COUNTY—2,260 
Moore Haven 

Glades county was created from DeSoto County in 1921, and it lies directly 
west of Lake Okeechobee. Although it takes its name from the Everglades, 
only a small portion of the county is in the Everglades proper. The lands of 
the county are mostly of the prairie type, interspersed with pine lands, ham- 
mock lands, and cypress growths. Around Moore Haven some remarkable 
records of production in truck farming have been made, and there are other 
points in the county where demonstrations of the agricultural possibilities 
of these lands have been made. Truck vegetables, sugar cane and citrus fruit 
are the leading crops grown. Glades county has good railroad service and con- 
siderable mileage of hard-surfaced and improved highways. The county has 
a large frontage on Lake Okeechobee and on the Caloosahatchee Canal, thus 
providing it with inland water advantages and transportation opportunities. 
There is much industrial fishing. Large fish houses, which own their equip- 
ment, operate crews of fishermen on Lake Okeechobee, pack ice, and ship fish 
from September Ist until spring. Among the leading industrial activities are 
boat building, manufacture of fertilizer and operation of saw mills. 

Number of lawyers in active practice: 1. About 40 years old. Number of 
cases filed in 1948: Civil 28, Criminal 4. Number of cases filed to Oct. 1, 1949: 
Civil 13, Criminal 10. There fistgne lawyer employed by county. The county 
is predominantly rural. There, ave no law library facilities available. No data 
on average annual earnings.* Estimated average monthly stenographic ex- 
pense is $150.00. Laymen do not compete for legal business. Lawyers is prom- 
inent in civic affairs. Conditions of practice considered fair. Lawyer attended 
college. Lawyer practices alone. Lawyer population ratio, one: 2260. 


GULF COUNTY—6,780 
Wewahitchka 


Gulf county is bounded by the Apalachicola River on the east, the Gulf 
of Mexico on the south, Bay county and St. Joseph’s Bay on the west, and 
Calhoun county on the north. Wewahitchka is the county seat, and Port St. 
Joe is the principal coastal town. The county is noted for its tupelo honey, 
which has the distinction of never granulating. In normal years thousands 
of barrels are produced. Port St. Joe is an important fishing center, and a 
large plant for the manufacture of fish oil and fertilizer is operated here. 
It is supplied by a fleet of fishing boats. Shrimp and food fish are shipped 
from this section in large quantities. The lumber and naval stores industries 
are of much importance in this county, and apiary supplies and mill work 
are manufactured and handled. There are many turpentine distilleries and 
large quantities of lumber are exported through Port St. Joe. 

Number of lawyers in active practice: 3, one of which is a female. Aver- 
age age: 55 years. Number of cases filed in 1948: Civil, 55; Criminal 8. Num- 
ber of cases filed to Oct. 1, 1949: Civil 55, Criminal 9. There are two lawyers 
employed by the county. The county is predominantly rural. There are no 
law library facilities available. Estimated average annual earnings of law- 
yers are $6000.00. Estimated average monthly office rental expense is $25.00. 
Estimated average monthly stenographic expense is not reported. There is 
some laymen competition for legal business. Conditions of practice are con- 
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sidered fair. Lawyers are prominent in civic affairs. On attended college 
and one attended law school and received a degree. All lawyers practice alone. 
Lawyer population ratio, one: 2260. 


HAMILTON COUNTY—9,289 
Jasper 

Hamilton county, with a total area of 323,585 acres, is located in the 
northeastern part of Florida, adjoining Georgia. The Alspaha River runs 
through the county. The famous Suwannee River forms the boundary of the 
county on two sides. White Sulphur Springs, on the banks of the Suwannee, 
is renowned as a health resort. In recent years tobacco growing has become 
an industry of commercial importance. There are many sawmills and naval 
stores in the county, and the lumber and turpentine industries are of con- 
siderable importance. At Jasper the elevation above sea level is 152 feet. 

Number of lawyers in active practice: 4. Average age, 57 years. No data on 
number of cases filed. There is one lawyer employed by county. The county 
is predominantly rural. There are no law library facilities available. No esti- 
mate of average annual earnings reported. Estimated average monthly office 
rental expense is $20.00. Estimated average monthly stenographic expense 
is $100.00. Conditions of practice are fair. Lawyers are prominent in civic 
affairs. No data on lawyer education. All lawyers practice alone. Lawyer 
population ratio, one: 2322. 


LAKE COUNTY—35,900 
Tavares 

Lake county is situated near the center of the Florida peninsula midway 
between the Atlantic Ocean and the Gulf of Mexico. Citrus fruit growing is 
of major importance in Lake county, and oranges, grapefruit and tangerines 
are grown and shipped annually to the amount of 1,500,000 boxes. Many pack- 
ing houses with modern machinery are employed in the grading, packing and 
shipping of the crop, and annual payrolls run into large sums. The grape 
industry is also assuming an important position in the agricultural develop- 
ment of Lake county. The lumber industry is quite important in the extreme 
southwestern part of the county, where one of the largest lumber mills in 
the state is located. Kaolin is one of the chief mineral products of the county 
and is extensively mined. 

Number of lawyers in active practice: 31. Average age: 46 years. Number 
of cases filed in 1948: Civil 359, Criminal 359. Number of cases filed to Dec. 
7, 1949: Civil 355, Criminal 122. There are six lawyers employed by the county 
—one judicial and five non-judicial. The county is predominantly rural. Law 
library facilities available in Circuit Court office. No data reported on 
average incomes or expenses. Conditions of practice are considered good. 
Lawyers are prominent in civie affairs. Twenty-two lawyers attended college 
and twelve received degrees. Twenty-four attended law school and nineteen 
received degrees. Lawyer may be able to maintain himself shortly after be- 
ginning practice. Lawyer population ratio, one: 1125. 


LEE COUNTY—20,585 
Fort Myers 
Until divided by the Legislature in 1923, Lee county was the largest county 
in Florida. It now has an area of 485,457 acres. It is located on the south- 
western coast of the state and enjoys year round climatic advantages as a 
result of this position. The average annual rainfall! at Ft. Myers is 51.5 inches. 
This county produces citrus fruit of superior quality and high proportionate 
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yield. There are several citrus fruit packing houses in the county and the Lee 
County Cooperative Agricultural Growers Association markets large quan- 
tities of vegetables. There is also a cooperative poultry growers association 
for marketing eggs and poultry. Fishing and lumber production are of con- 
siderable importance, and phosphate is shipped from Boca Grande. 

Number of lawyers in active practice: 23. Average age: 52 years. Number 
of cases filed in 1948: Civil, no data. There are four lawyers employed by the 
county—two judicial and two non-judicial. The county is predominantly urban. 
Law library facilities available in office of Circuit Court Judge. No avail- 
able data on average yearly earnings or expenses. Conditions of practice 
are considered poor. Lawyers are not prominent in civic affairs. Eighteen 
lawyers attended college and five graduated. Sixteen attended law school 
and thirteen received degrees. Ten practice alone and eleven as members of 
firms. No assurance of living income from the beginning of practice. Law- 
yer population ratio, one: 895. 


LEON COUNTY—39,918 
Tallahassee 


Leon county is located in the northern part of the state, not far distant 
from the Gulf of Mexico. The average annual rainfall of the county is 55.84 
inches. The elevation above sea level is 216 feet at Tallahassee. The principal 
sources of revenue are general agriculture, dairying and poultry raising. 
Tallahasse is the capital city of Florida. It was selected as the site of the 
capitol in 1823 when Leon county was heavily timbered and sparsely settled. 
The picturesque old capitol building and many old residences and public 
buildings in the city stand as landmarks of an earlier day. Leon county was 
originally formed from the typical slave-worked plantation sections of ante- 
bellum days, and Tallahassee was considered a cultural center for aristocratic 
Southern residents. The Florida State University is located at Tallahassee. 
Also, the Florida Agricultural and Mechanical College for Negroes is in 
Tallahassee. 

Number of lawyers in active practice: 100. Average age: 45 years. (three 
of these are women). Number of cases filed in 1948: Civil 734, Criminal 153. 
Number of cases filed to Oct. 1, 1949: Civil 658, Criminal 141. There are five 
lawyers employed by the county. The county is predominantly urban. Law 
library facilities are available at the offices of the Supreme Court. Conditions 
of practice are considered good. Lawyers are prominent in civic practice. 
Seventy-two attended college and thirty-two received degrees. Seventy-two 
attended law school and sixty-three received degrees. Fifty-three practice 
alone, twenty-two as members of firms or as associates, and one as an 
employee. Lawyer population ratio, one: 399. 


LEVY COUNTY—12,051 
Bronson 

Levy county, located on the west coast of Florida, in the north central 
section, has 724,143 acres in its area. The known mineral resources of the 
county include limestone, flint, phosphate and a small amount of iron. Bronson 
is located in a good agricultural section. It is 77 feet above sea level. The 
northern boundary of Levy county is the Suwannee River, and the entire 
western boundary, the Gulf of Mexico. Cedar Keys, located on the Gulf be- 
tween the Suwannee and Withlacoochee Rivers, has been known for many 
years as a fishing and hunting resort. 

Number of lawyers in active practice: 3. Average age: 46 years. There is 
one lawyer employed by the county. The county is predominantly rural. Three 
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lawyers attended college, two attended law school and one received a degree. 
All lawyers practice alone. Lawyer population ratio, one: 4013. 


LIBERTY COUNTY—3,013 
Bristol 

Liberty county is situated in northwestern Florida between the Apa- 
lachicola and Ocklockonee Rivers, and includes some of the best farming 
land in Florida. The county has a total area of 500,346 acres. The elevation 
above sea level is 116 feet at Telogia. The known mineral resources of the 
county include marl, clay, and sand. 

Number of lawyers in active practice: 5. Average age: 60 years. Number of 
cases filed in 1948: Civil 50, Criminal 25. Number of cases filed to Oct. 1, 
1949: No data. There is one lawyer employed by county in judicial capacity. 
The county is predominantly rural. There are no law library facilities avail- 
able. Estimated average annual earnings of lawyer are $1200.00. Conditions of 
practice considered poor. Lawyers are prominent in civic affairs. Lawyer can- 


not be assured of a living income in the beginning of practice. Lawyer popu- 
lation ratio, one: 602. 


MADISON COUNTY—14,561 
Madison 
Madison county is located on the northern boundary of the state, halfway 
between Tallahassee and Jacksonvilie. The Suwannee River forms its eastern 
boundary. The area of Madison county is 451,383 acres. The elevation above 
sea level is 133 feet at Madison. The average annual rainfall is 52.89 inches. 
The Federal Government has located a Rural-Industrial Community at Cherry 
Lake, eight miles north of Madison on the Quitman highway. The project 


comprises 20,000 acres of land, part of which is sub-divided into small farms 


and sold to homesteaders. 

Number of lawyers in active practice: 9. Average age: 52 years. Number of 
cases filed in 1948: Civil, 115, Criminal, 206. Number of cases filed to Oct. 1, 
1949: Civil, 83, Criminal, 218. There are three lawyers employed by the county 
—one judicial and two non-judicial. The county is predominantly rural. There 
are no law library facilities available. Estimated average earnings of lawyer 
are $5000.00. Estimated average monthly office rental expense is $30.00. Esti- 
mated average monthly stenographic expense is $80.00. There is little compe- 
tition for legal business from laymen. Conditions of practice considered fair. 
Lawyers are prominent in civic affairs. Five lawyers attended college, three 
received degrees. Four attended law school and one received a degree. Law- 
yer population ratio, one: 1617. 


MANATEE COUNTY—32,135 
Bradenton 

Manatee county is located cn the west coast of Florida, below the center 
of the State. In 1921 the lower half of the county was cut off to form Sara- 
sota county, and a total area of 469,451 acres was left in Manatee county 
proper. This county is a large producer of agricultural products. Bradenton, 
on the Manatee River, is a popular resort city, as well as a shipping center. 
The county has an extended frontage on the Gulf of Mexico, fringed with 
outlying islands, and the Manatee River is navigable through a large part 
of the county. 

Number of lawyers in active practice: 29. Average age: 52 years. Number 
of cases filed in 1948: Civil 295, Criminal 634. Number of cases filed to Oct. 
1, 1949: Civil 239, Criminal 383. There are three lawyers employed by the 
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county—one judicial and two non-judicial. The county is predominantly rural. 
There are no law library facilities available. Estimated average annual earn- 
ings of lawyer are $5000.00. Estimated average monthly office rental expense 
is $50.00. Estimated average monthly stenographic expense is $125.00. Laymen 
do not compete for legal business. Conditions of practice are considered good. 
Lawyers are prominent in civic affairs. Nineteen lawyers attended college and 
nine received degrees. Sixteen attended law school and fourteen received 
degrees. Eighteen practice alone and ten are members of firms. Lawyers can- 
not be assured of a living income from the beginning of practice. Lawyer 
population ratio, one: 1108. 


MARION COUNTY—38,914 
Ocala 


Marion county, situated in the central section of Florida, is favored to 
a marked degree in natural resources and in development. It is one of the 
best agricultural counties in the state. Its total area is 1,039,150 acres. Marion 
county is most fortunately situated with reference to transportation facili- 
ties and geographical location. Being the center of the state, it is a natural 
distributing point and has excellent rail connections. The Atlantic Coast Line 
Railroad has shops and divisional headquarters here. Water transportation 
is available from Jacksonville by means of the St. Johns River and tributary 
streams, and regular freight service by boat is maintained. The elevation at 
Ocala is 99 feet above sea level, and the average rainfall is 51.93 inches. 

Number of lawyers in active practice: 19. Average age: 49 years. Number 
of cases filed in 1948: Civil 526, Criminal 300. Number of cases filed to Oct. 
1, 1949: Civil 414, Criminal 250. There are five lawyers employed by the county 
—two judicial and three non-judicial. The county is predominantly rural. 
Estimated average annual earnings of lawyer are $7500.00. Estimated average 
monthly office rental expense: $75.00. Estimated average stenographic ex-° 
pense is $150.00. Laymen do not compete for legal business. There are no 
law library facilities available. Conditions of practice considered good. Law- 
yers are prominent in civic affairs. Eleven lawyers attended college, seven 
received degrees. Fourteen attended law school and 12 received degrees. 
Thirteen practice alone, four as members of firms and one as an associate. 
Lawyer cannot be assured of a living income at the beginning of practice. 
Lawyer population ratio, one: 2047. 


MARTIN COUNTY—8,536 
Stuart 


Martin county, created by the Florida legislature at its 1925 session, com- 
prises 354,813 acres, taken mostly from a strip across the northern part of 
Palm Beach county and a small piece of St. Lucie County. Lying exactly half 
way between Jacksonville and Key West, Martin county is in fact the door- 
way to tropical southern Florida. It is traversed from west to east by the St. 
Lucie canal. This canal is the eastern half of Florida’s only existing cross 
state water way. 

Number of lawyers in active practice: 10. Average age: 48 years. There are 
five lawyers employed by the county. The county is predominantly rural. 
Eight lawyers attended college, seven attended law school and seven received 
degrees from law school. Seven practice alone and two as members of firms. 
Lawyer population ratio, one: 854. 


MONROE COUNTY—18,578 
Key West 
Monroe county is unique in that it is constituted largely of islands. The 
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southern strip of the peninsula is included in this county, but most of it is 
undeveloped as yet. The Seminole Indian Reservation is located in this section 
of Monroe county, and here a few Seminoles live under much the same con- 
ditions as those which prevailed when this country was discovered four hun- 
dred years ago. Cape Sable is well known for the tropical scenery which 
makes it one of the beauty spots of Florida. From the mainland to Key West 
a chain of outlying islands, or keys, of coral and limestone formation forms 
a part of Monroe county. Connecting these isiands with the peninsula is 
the Overseas Highway, a hard surfaced road across the keys which now 
affords the pleasures of motor travel under very unusual conditions to thou- 
sands of motorists each year. The climate is said to be ideal. The lowest 
temperature ever recorded was 41 degrees, and the highest for the past 
thirty years is 93 degrees. No frost has ever been seen on the islands and they 
are swept by regular trade winds from the east. The wet season is from 
May to November and about three-fourths of the annual rainfall of 37.29 
inches falls during that time. The harbor accommodates large shipping and 
passenger tonnage, and regular passenger and freight steamship lines are 
operated from Key West to leading ports. Key West is picturesque and unique 
in many respects. Most of the residents speak both Spanish and English. There 
are many scenes of historical interest on the keys, and the United States 
Government maintains a naval reservation and lighthouse at Key West, in 
addition to army and marine barracks, coast guard patrol base, air station, 
customs and immigration service stations, weather bureau station, wire- 
less station, submarine base, biological and fish cultural stations, and a 
number of other branches of service. 

Number of lawyers in active practice: 17. Average age: 47 years. There 
are seven lawyers employed by the county. The county is predominantly rural. 
Eleven lawyers attended college, six received degrees. Thirteen attended law 
school and thirteen received degrees. All lawyers practice alone. Lawyer 
population ratio, one: 1092. 


NASSAU COUNTY—12,804 
Fernandina 


Nassau county is in the extreme northeast corner of Florida. Its area is 
399,091 acres. The harbor at Fernandina is one of the best on the south 
Atlantic coast, having 32 square miles of anchorage with a depth of 40 to 
90 feet, and it has long been a refuge for large vessels in time of storm. 
Next to Tampa, this port ships more phosphate rock than any other in the 
nation. Fernandina is located on Amelia Island. The county has many points 
of historical interest, and students of Florida’s early history will find ruins 
and landmarks of other days. 

Number of lawyers active in practice: 8. Average age: 50 years. Number 
of cases filed in 1948: Civil 76, Criminal 49. Number of cases filed to Oct. 1, 
1949: Civil 54, Criminal 13. There is one lawyer employed in judicial capacity. 
The county is predominantly rural. There are no law library facilities avail- 
able. Estimated earnings unreported. Conditions of practice considered poor. 
Lawyers are prominent in civic affairs. Three lawyers attended college, five 
attended law school and two received law degrees. All lawyers practice alone. 
Lawyer population ratio, one: 1600. 


OKALOOSA COUNTY—20,837 
Crestview 


Okaloosa county lies between Walton and Santa Rosa counties and ex- 
tends from the Georgia line to Santa Rosa Sound and the Gulf of Mexico. 
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The county has an area of 949,476 acres. Crestview is located near the center 
of the county. The town is 233 feet above sea level. The scenic attractions 
of Choctawhatchee Bay and its indentations and contiguous territory have 
won high praise, and the irregular water line and heavily wooded shores of 
the southern boundary of the county are well known for their beauty and 
their recreational opportunities. 

Number of lawyers in active practice: 5. Average age: 50. Number of 
cases filed to Oct. 1, 1949: Civil 225, Criminal 50. There is one lawyer em- 
ployed by the county. The county is predominantly rural. Laymen do not com- 
pete for legal business. Conditions of practice are considered good. Lawyers 
are prominent in civic affairs. A young lawyer could not be assured of living 
income from the beginning of practice. One attorney attended college and law 
school. Three lawyers practice alone. Lawyer population ratio, one: 4167. 


OKEECHOBEE COUNTY—4,268 
Okeechobee 


Okeechobee county is situated in the southeast central part of Florida 
and is located forty miles from the Atlantic Ocean on the east, eighty miles 
from the Gulf of Mexico on the west and is bordered on the south by the 
great lake which bears its name. This lake is the largest body of fresh water 
wholly within the United States without a natural outlet. There are 484,015 
acres in the total area of the county. Mineral resources of the county include 
mar! and peat. The average annual rainfall at Okeechobee is 45.82 inches. 

Number of lawyers in active practice: 4. Average age: 48 years. Number 
of cases filed in 1948: Civil 50, Criminal 255. Number of cases filed to Oct. 
1, 1949: Civil 25, Criminal 205. There are two lawyers employed by the county 
—one judicial and one non-judicial. The county is predominantly rural. Law 
library facilities available in county judge’s office. Estimated average annual 
earnings of lawyer are $7000.00. Estimated average monthly office rental 
expense is $25.00. Estimated average monthly stenographic expense is $150.00. 
Laymen do not compete for legal business. Conditions of practice are con- 
sidered good. Lawyers are prominent in civic affairs. Four lawyers attended 
college, one attended law school. All lawyers practice alone. Lawyer may be 
able to maintain himself shortly after beginning practice. Lawyer population 
ratio, one: 1067. 

ORANGE COUNTY—106,197 
Orlando 

Orange county is a leading fruit and truck growing county. It has many 
lakes, among them Lake Aponka, which is thirty-one miles long. Orange 
county is a leading shipping center for citrus fruits in Florida, and several 
of the larger fruit marketing agencies have their state headquarters here. 
The total area of the county is 513,907 acres, and a large percentage of the 
farms are operated by their owners. The three principal railway systems of. 
the state cross Orange county. Orlando, the largest town in the county, has 
been a tourist resort for many years. The northwestern section of the county 
is rolling and has many lakes and springs. These furnish an abundance of 
fresh water for farms and stock, and rainfall is abundant. The castern and 
western sections are level. The elevation at Orlando is 111 feet above sea level. 

Number of lawyers in active practice: 124. Average age: 48. Number of 
eases filed in 1948: Civil 1152, Criminal 1575. Number of cases filed to Oct. 
1, 1949: Civil 941, Criminal 1275. There are eight lawyers employed by the 
county—three judicial and 5 non-judicial. The county is predominantly urban. 
Law library facilities are available in the Circuit Court Chambers. Laymen 
do not compete for legal business. Conditions of practice are considered good. 
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Lawyers are prominent in civic affairs. Ninety-one lawyers attended college, 
forty-eight received degrees. One hundred attended law school and 88 re- 
ceived degrees. Sixty practice alone, thirty-five as members of firms, eight as 
associates and two as employees. Lawyer population ratio, one: 856. 


OSCEOLA COUNTY—13,306 
Kissimmee 


Osceola county, which was formed from parts of Orange and Brevard 
counties in 1887, is located in the south central section of the state, and it 
was named for the great Seminole chieftain, Osceola. The average annual rain- 
fall is 51.48 inches. The elevation at Kissimmee is 71 feet above sea level. 
The land is level in the greater part of the county and there are many beau- 
tiful lakes that add to the appearance of the landscape. The total area of the 
county is 850,942 acres, and it has 11,687 acres in farms, and 1,000 acres 
under actual cultivation. 

Number of lawyers in active practice: 10: Average age: 45 years. Num- 
ber of cases filed in 1948: Civil 99, Criminal 286. Number of cases filed to 
Oct. 1, 1949: Civil 76, Criminal 190. There are five lawyers employed by the 
county. The county is predominantiy rural. Seven lawyers attended college 
and three received degrees. Nine attended law school and nine received de- 
grees. Five practice alone, four as members of firms, and one as an associate. 
Lawyer population ratio, one: 1331. 


PALM BEACH COUNTY—104,942 
West Palm Beach 


This is probably one of the best known counties in the United States, largely 
because of its noted winter resorts—Palm Beach and West Palm Beach. For 
many years there was no attempt made at agriculture or industrial develop- 
ment, but Palm Beach county is now rapidly coming to the forefront among 
South Florida counties as an agricultural and industrial center. Palm Beach 
has long been a famous winter resort for people of wealth, and tropical gar- 
dens, palatial homes and luxurious hotels abound there. It is situated on the 
Atlantic Ocean and is divided from its sister city of West Palm Beach by 
Lake Worth. 

Number of lawyers in active practice: 160. Average age: 50 years. Number 
of cases filed in 1948: Civil 87, Criminal 10. Number of cases filed to Oct. 
1, 1949: Civil 92, Criminal 6. There are eighteen lawyers emploved by the 
county—nine judicial and nine non-judicial. The county is predominantly 
urban. There are law library facilities available. Estimated average annual 
earnings of lawyer are $5000.00. Estimated average monthly office rental 
expense is $100.00. Estimated average monthly stenographic expense is 
$200.00. Laymen compete to some extent for legal business. Conditions of 
practice are considered fair. Lawyers are prominent in civil affairs. One hun- 
dred twenty-four attended college and fifty-one received degrees. One hundred 
and twenty-nine attended law school and nine-nine received degrees. Ninety- 
five practice alone, fifty-seven as members of firms, three as associates and 
two as employees. Lawyers cannot be assured a living income from the be- 
ginning of practice. Lawyer population ratio, one: 655. 


PASCO COUNTY—18,829 
Dade City 


Pasco county is located about half-way down the Florida peninsula on 
the Gulf coast and has much beautiful rolling land within its boundaries. 
The area of the county is 397,755 acres. Crystal Springs, with a flow of 25,000 
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gallons per minute, is a spot of much scenic beauty and potential economic 
value. The elevation of Dade City is 98 feet above sea level. The average 
rainfall at Lake Jovita is 56.49 inches. 

Number of lawyers active in practice: 12. Average age: 55 years. Number 
of cases filed in 1948: Civil 263, Criminal 350. Number of cases filed to Oct. 
1, 1949: Civil 177, Criminal 266. There are seven lawyers employed by the 
county—three judicial and four non-judicial. The county is predominantly 
rural. Law library facilities are available in the office of the Circuit Court. 
Estimated average annual earnings of lawyer are $5000.00. Estimated average 
monthly office rental expense is $40.00. Estimated average monthly steno- 
graphic expense is $120.00. Laymen do not compete for legal business. Con- 
ditions of practice are considered good. Lawyers are prominent in civic af- 
fairs. Eight attended college and two received degrees. Eight attended law 
school and five received degrees. Six practice alone and five as members 
of firms. Lawyer may be able to maintain himself shortly after commencing 
practice. Lawyer population ratio, one: 1569. 


PINELLAS COUNTY—139,086 
Clearwater 

Much of this county’s area is contained in a small peninsula between 
Tampa Bay and the Gulf of Mexico, this affording it an extensive bay and 
gulf frontage. The total area of the county is 131,393 acres. The sponge fish- 
eries at Tarpon Springs are well knewn and many visitors go there each 
year to see the Greek sponge boats and their crews. A large sponge market 
is held on the waterfront. The average annual rainfall is 48.89 inches at St. 
Petersburg. The elevation above sea level is 22 feet at St. Petersburg and 
29 feet at Clearwater. The climate is very mild, the mean temperature during 
the winter months being 60 degrees. 

Number of lawyers in active practice: 176. Average age: 49 years. (three 
of these are women.) Number of cases filed in 1948: Civil 1983, Criminal 373. 
Number of cases filed to Oct. 1, 1949: Civil 1666, Criminal 448. There are 
seventeen lawyers employed by the county—seven judicial and ten non-judicial. 
The county is predominantly urban. There are no law library facilities avail- 
able at the present time, but one is being established in the Court House and 
one in the St. Petersburg County Building. Estimated average annual earn- 
ings of lawyers are $5000 to $7500.00. Estimated average monthly office rental 
expense is $50.00. Estimated average monthly stenographic expense is $150.00. 
Conditions of practice are considered good. Lawyers are prominent in civic 
affairs. One hundred and twenty-eight lawyers attended college, sixty-four 
received degrees. One hundred forty-five attended law school and one hundred 
twenty-seven received degrees. Ninety six practice alone, fifty-three as mem- 
bers of firms, ten as associates. Lawyer may be able to maintain himself 
shortly after beginning practice. Lawyer population ratio, one: 733. 


POLK COUNTY—117,997 
Bartow 


Polk county is about equal distance from the Atlantic Ocean and the Gulf 
of Mexico. It is one of the largest counties in the state, with a total area of 
1,153,964 acres. The county has an enormous producticn of citrus fruit. There 
are many nurseries in the county handling plants, shrubs and citrus stock. 
Millions of tons of pebble phosphate are shipped annually from Polk county, 
amounting to about 85% of the output of the entire United States. It is used 
largely in fertilizer containing phosphoric acid. The Singing Tower at Lake 
Wales, gift of Edward Bok to the nation, is a structure of rare architectural 
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beauty and musical interest, built in a sanctuary and surrounded by semi- 
tropical shrubbery and flowers. The elevation above sea level is 126 at Bar- 
tow and 206 feet at Lakeland. 

Number of lawyers in active practice: 112. Average age: 50. (four of 
these are women.) Number of cases filed in 1948: Civil 1706, Criminal 5500, 
including traffic violations and misdemeanors. No figures available for 1949. 
There are eighteen lawyers employed by the county—nine judicial and nine 
non-judicial. There are eight others employed within the county by the state 
and federal governments. The county is predominantly rural. There are no 
law library facilities available. Estimated average annual earnings of law- 
yer are $3000.00 to $5000.00. Estimated average monthly office rental expense 
is $50.00. Estimated average monthly stenographic expense is $125.00. Laymen 
do not compete for legal business. Conditions of practice are considered fair. 
Lawyers are prominent in civic affairs. Seventy-nine lawyers attended col- 
lege, thirty-six received degrees. Eighty-one attended law school, seventy- 
two received degrees. Sixty practice alone and thirty-two as mmbers of firms, 
ten as associates, and one as employee. Lawyer population ratio, one: 1053. 


PUTNAM COUNTY—24,855 
Palatka 

Putnam county was formed from parts of Alachua, Baker, Clay, Marion, 
Orange and St. Johns counties in 1849, with Palatka as its county seat. 
It is located in the peninsular section of Florida, eighteen miles from the 
Atlantic Ocean and sixty-five miles from the Gulf of Mexico. The area is 
450,901 acres. There are more than 1,000 lakes situated in the county and they 
add much to the beauty of the landscape. 

Number of lawyers in active practice: 14. Average age: 50 years. Number 
of cases filed in 1948: Civil 270, Criminal 63. Number of eases filed to Oct. 
1, 1949: Civil 176, Criminal 29. There are five lawyers employed by the county 
—two judicial and three non-judicial. The county is predominantly rural. 
There are no library facilities available. Estimated average annual earnings 
for lawyer are $8000.00. Estimated average monthly office rental expense 
is $50.00. Estimated average monthly stenographic expense is $125.00. There 
is some competition by laymen for legal business. Conditions of practice are 
considered fair. Lawyers are prominent in civic affairs. Seven attended 
college, one received a degree. Eight attended law school, six received degrees. 


Ten practice alone and four as members of firms. Lawyer population ratio, 
one: 1175. 


SANTA ROSA COUNTY—14,561 
Milton 


This county adjoins Escambia on the northwestern tip of Florida, and 
though its development is comparatively recent it has made marked progress 
along sound, substantial lines. Santa Resa County has an area of 662,975 
acres. The lumber industry is an important one in this section, and Santa 
Rosa county has one of the largest lumber mills in the South, located about 
one mile from Milton in the town of Bagdad. Their lumber is exported to 
all parts of the world. The Choctawhatchee National Forest of long leaf 
pine is managed for the purpose of showing the benefits of fire protection, 
and conserving naval stores operation. Research work in reforestation is also 
being conducted. One of the most interesting facts concerning the county is 
the discovery of diatomaceous earth, ilmenite, zircon and rutile, all valuable 
products necessary in the manufacturing world. 


Number of lawyers in active practice: 5. Average age: 50 years. Number 
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of cases filed in 1948: Civil 137, Criminal 90. There are two lawyers employed 
by the county in judicial capacity. The county is predominantly rural. There 
are no law library facilities available. Estimated average annual earnings of 
lawyer are $8000.00. Estimated average monthly office rental expense is 
$35.00. Estimated average monthly stenographic expense is $200.00. Laymen do 
not compete for legal business. Conditions of practice are considered good. 
Lawyers are prominent in civic affairs. One lawyer attended college and law 
school. All lawyers practice alone. Lawyer population ratio, one: 2912. 


SEMINOLE COUNTY—24,855 
Sanford 


Seminole county is, with but one exception, the smallest county in Florida, 
comprising approximately 360 square miles of territory. Three of the larger 
fresh-water lakes of the State are within its boundaries—Lake Mary, Lake 
Jessup and Lake Harney, besides a large number of small lakes and streams. 
The area of the county in acres is 166,256 and about 60 percent of the farms 
of the county are operated by their owners. Division and repair shops for 
the Atlantic Coast Line Railroad are located here. Sanford is the industrial 
and shipping center of the county, being located on Lake Monroe, which is 
the head of navigation on the St. Johns River. The average annual rainfall 
is 49.40 inches. The elevation above sea level is 31 feet at Sanford. 

Number of lawyers in active practice: 15. Average age: 57 years. There 
are four lawyers employed by the county. The county is predominantly 
rural. Nine lawyers attended college, two received degrees. Nine attended law 
school and eight received degrees. All lawyers practice alone. Lawyer popu- 
lation raio, one: 1657. 


SARASOTA COUNTY—-25,000 
Sarasota 


Sarasota county, formerly a part of Manatee county, was created by 
legislative enactment in 1921. The area of the county is 352,287 acres. The 
winter quarters for the Ringling Brothers and Barnum and Bailey combined 
circuses have been established in Sarasota, and their menageries provide 
amusement for thousands each year. It is said that the first golf course in 
the United States was laid out at Sarasota in 1885. 

Number of lawyers in active practice: 36. Average age: 50 years. (two of 
these are women). Number of cases filed in 1948: Civil 457, Criminal 424. 
Number of cases filed to Oct. 1. 1949: Civil, 380, Criminal 389. There are four 
lawyers employed by the county—2 judicial and two non-judicial. The county is 
predominantly urban. There are no law library facilities available. Esti- 
mated average annual earnings of lawyer are $6000.00. Estimated average 
monthly office rental expense is $60.00. Estimated average monthly steno- 
graphic expense is $150.00. There is some competition for legal business by 
laymen. Conditions of practice are considered good. Lawyers are prominent 
in civic affairs. Twenty-two lawyers attended college, thirteen received de- 
grees. Twenty-seven attended law school, twenty-three received degrees. 
Twenty-seven lawyers practice alone, seven as members of firms. Two as 
associates. Lawyer could not be assured living income from the beginning of 
practice. Lawyer population ratio, one: 694. 


ST. JOHNS COUNTY—24,101 
St. Augustine 


St. Johns county once included all of Florida east of the Suwannee River. 
It is the oldest county in the state, and St. Augustine is one of the oldest towns 
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on the North American continent. The county now has 461,055 acres. Topo- 
graphically the county is almost level. The average elevation of the county 
is about 27 feet. The city has much historical interest. Its site was visited 
by Ponce de Leon in 1513. The Spanish adventurer, Pedro Menendez, founded 
a settlement here in 1565, which makes it our oldest town that has had a 
continuous existence since that date. The old city gate still stands at tne 
northern entrance and facing the land-locked sea front stands old Ft. Marion, 
one of the best preserved specimens of military architecture of the Middle 
Ages to be found in the New World. 


Number of lawyers in active practice: 20. Average age: 47 years. Number 
of cases filed in 1948: Civil 1062, Criminal 51. Number of cases filed to Octo- 
ber 1, 1949: Civil 874, Criminal 25. There are three lawyers employed by the 
county—two judicial and one non-judicial. The county is predominantly 
urban. There are no law library facilities available. No data reported on 
earnings and expenses. Conditions of practice are considered fair. Lawyers 
generally not prominent in civic affairs. Thirteen lawyers attended college 
and seven received degrees. Seventeen attended law school and fifteen received 
degrees. Twelve lawyers practice alone, six as members of firms and one as 
an associate. Lawyer population ratio, one: 1205. 


ST. LUCIE COUNTY—43,684 
Ft. Pierce 


St. Lucie county was incorporated in 1905. Previous to that time it was 
a part of Brevard county. Later Okeechobee county, Indian River county 
and Martin county were created, each taking part of St. Lucie county. The 
area of the county comprises 381,766 acres and it has a coast line of 71.32 
miles with 21.64 miles on the Atlantic Ocean and 49.68 miles on the Indian 
River, which is from one to three miles in width, the entire length of the 
county. 


Numer of lawyers active in practice: 22. Average age: 46 years. Number of 
cases filed in 1948: Civil 267, Criminal 63. Number of cases filed to Oct. 1, 
1949: Civil 92, Criminal 28. There are six lawyers employed by the county— 
three judicial and three non-judicial. The county is predominantly urban. 
Law library facilities are available at office of Circuit Court Judge. Estimated 
average annual earnings of lawyer are $5000.00. Laymen do not compete for 
legal business. Conditions of practice are considered poor. Lawyers are prom- 
inent in civic affairs. Eighteen lawyers attended college, seven received de- 
grees. Sixteen attended law school and thirteen received degrees. Twelve 
practice alone, nine as members of firms. Lawyer cannot be assured of living 
income from the beginning. Lawyer population ratio, one: 1985. 


SUMTER COUNTY—10,945 
Bushnell 
Sumter county is one of the smaller counties of the central section. The 
total area is 352,196. The elevation at Bushnell is 75 feet above sea level. 
Near Bushnell is the Dade Memorial Park, the site of the Dade Massaere in 
the Indian wars. The ruins of a fort are here, and there are monuments 
to the brave soldiers and to Major Dade at the spot where he fell. 


Number of lawyers in active practice: 5. Average age: 48 years. There are 
two lawyers employed by the county. The county is predominantly rural. Four 
lawyers attended college and one received a degree. Two attended law school 
and both received degrees. All lawyers practice alone. Lawyer population 
ratio, one: 2189. 
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SUWANNEE COUNTY—18,076 
Live Oak 
Suwannee county is located in the northeastern section of the State. The 
Suwannee River, made famous by the song which bears its name, forms the 
northern, western and southern boundaries of the county. There are 442,880 
acres in Suwannee county. Most of the farms are operated by their owners. 


The average annual rainfall is 51.62 inches. The elevation at Live Oak varies 
from 96 to 115 feet above sea level. 


Number of lawyers in active practice: 7. Average age: 46 years. Number 
of cases filed in 1948: Civil 12, Criminal 60. Number of cases filed to Oct. 1, 
1949: Civil 8, Criminal 36. There are two lawyers employed by the county— 
one judicial and one non-judicial. The county is predominantly rural. There are 
no law library facilities available. Estimated average annual income for lawyers 
is $10,000.00. Estimated average monthly office rental expense is $30.00. Esti- 
mated average monthly stenographic expense is $125.00. Laymen do not com- 
pete for legal business. Conditions of practice are considered fair. Lawyers 
are prominent in civic affairs. Two lawyers attended college and six attended 
law school of which number five received degrees. All lawyers practice alone. 
Lawyer cannot be assured of living income from the beginning of practice. 
Lawyer population ratio, one: 2582. 


TAYLOR COUNTY—10,544 
Perry 

Taylor county is located in the northern section of the state in the deep- 
est indentation of the Gulf coast line. It is one of the great timber and game 
districts of the State. The sponge industry is of importance on the Gulf coast 
and Keaton Beach, near the southern boundary of the county, is the northern 
harbor of sponge fleets. The county has 668,425 acres. 

Number of lawyers in active practice: 6. Average age: 45 years. Number 
of cases filed in 1948: Civil 13, Criminal 40. Number of cases filed to Oct. 
1, 1949: Civil 16, Criminal 50. There is one lawyer employed by the county. 
The county is predominantly rural. There are no law library facilities avail- 
able. No available data on average annual earnings. Estimated average monthly 
office rental expense is $40.00. Estimated average monthly stenographic ex- 
pense is $25.00. Conditions of practice are considered poor. Lawyers are 
prominent in civic affairs. Three lawyers attended college, one received a 
degree. Two attended law school and both received degrees. All lawyers prac- 
tice alone. Lawyer could not be assured living income from the beginning 
of practice. Lawyer population ratio, one: 1757. 


UNION COUNTY—4,519 
Lake Butler 

Union county is one of the young counties of the state, having been 
created by the legislature in 1922. The elevation above sea level is 141 feet 
at Lake Butler. The average annual rainfall is 48.48 inches. The Florida 
State Farm at Raiford is a State penal institution. Shirts and automobile 
tags are manufactured in the prison factory. The Santa Fe River forms the 
southern boundary of the county, and two of its tributaries, New River and 
Olustee form the eastern and western borders. 

Number of lawyers in active practice: 2. Average age: 50 years. There 
is one lawyer employed by the county. The county is predominantly rural. 
One lawyer received a college degree and both lawyers received law degrees. 
Both lawyers practice alone. Lawyer population ratio, on: 2258. 
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VOLUSIA COUNTY—70,798 
DeLand 


Situated among the rolling hills of Central Florida between the St. Johns 
River and the Atlantic Ocean, Volusia county contains some of the most 
productive land in Florida and three important tourist centers: Daytona 
Beach, DeLand and New Smyrna. Daytona Beach hes what is admittedly the 
world’s finest beach. DeLand is the home of Stetson University, one of the 
south’s leading educational institutions. New Smyrna is the oldest city in 
the United States, with the exception of St. Augustine, and contains many 
places of historical interest as well as a beavtiful beach with unrivalled surf 
fishing. Volusia county has an area of over 7,000,000 acres of land. 

Number of lawyers in active practice: 84. Average age: 47 years. (two of 
these are women). Number of cases filed in 1948: Civil 315, Criminal 90. Num- 
ber of cases filed to Oct. 1, 1949: Civil 273, Criminal 65. There are nine law- 
yers employed by the county—three judicial and six non-judicial. The county 
is predominantly urban. There are law library facilities available at DeLand 
and Daytona Beach. Estimated average annual earnings of lawyer are $6000.00. 
Estimated average monthly office rental expense is $40.00. Estimated average 
monthly stenographic expense is $140.00. Laymen do not compete for legal 
business. Conditions of practice considered fair, but becoming overcrowded. 
Lawyers are prominent in civic affairs. Forty-eight attended college, twenty 
received degrees. Sixty received degrees from law school. Sixty-five practice 
alone and nineteen as members of firms. Lawyer could not be assured living 
income from the beginning of practice. Lawyer population ratio, one: 854. 


WAKULLA COUNTY—4,519 
Crawfordville 


Wakulla county is located just south of Leon county and Tallahassee; the 
Gulf of Mexico constitutes its entire southern border. The county has a total 
area of 287,209 acres. Commercial fishing is one of the leading occupations. 
The elevation above sea level is eight feet at St. Marks, but a greater eleva- 
tion is found farther north in the county. The average annual rainfall is 
60.76 inches. 

Number of lawyers in active practice: 2. Average age: 45 years. Number 
of cases filed in 1948: Civil 60, Criminal 35. Number of cases filed to Oct. 
1, 1949: Civil 25, Criminal 18. There is one lawyer employed by county, judi- 
cial capacity. The county is predominantly rural. There are no law library 
facilities available. Estimated average annual earnings of lawyer are $3000.00. 
Estimated average monthly office rental expense is $45.00. Estimated average 
monthly stenographic expense is $90.00. Laymen do not compete for legal 
business. Conditions of practice considered good. Lawyers are prominent in 
civic affairs. Both lawyers attended college and one attended law school. 
Lawyers practice alone. No assurance of living income initially. Lawyer popu- 
lation ratio, one: 2259. 


WALTON COUNTY—13,557 
DeFuniak Springs 
Walton county, in the northwestern section of the state, is bordered by 
Holmes, Washington and Bay Counties on the east, Okaloosa county on the 
west, the state line on the north, and the Gulf of Mexico on the south. It is 
well adapted to diversified farming and fruit growing. There are 720,175 
acres in the county. The elevation above sea level at DeFuniak Springs is 
about 266 feet. The average rainfall is 64.33 inches. The county has about 
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thirty miles of frontage on the Gulf of Mexico, seventy-five miles on Choctaw- 
hatchee Bay, and additional water frontage on bayous, river, springs and 
lakes. Fishing for commercial purposes is a source of considerable income. 


Number of lawyers in active practice: 6. Average age: 23 years. There 
are two lawyers employed by the county. The county is predominantly rural. 
Three lawyers attended college, five attended law school and two graduated. 
All lawyers practice alone. Lawyer population ratio, one: 2259. 


WASHINGTON COUNTY—9,540 
Chipley 
Washington county is located in northwestern Florida and bounded by 
Holmes, Jackson, Bay and Walton counties. The general contour of this re- 
gion is high and rolling, with many lakes and small streams. The county con- 
tains 383,979 acres. The elevation above sea level is about 115 feet at Chipley. 
The average annual rainfall is 58.42 inches. 


Number of lawyers in active practice: 4. Average age: 55 years. Number of 
cases filed in 1948: Civil 150, Criminal 25. Number of eases filed to Oct. 1, 
1949: Civil 85, Criminal 12. There is one lawyer employed by the county in 
judicial ‘capacity. The county is predominantly rural. There are no law li- 
brary facilities available. Estimated average annual earnings of lawyer are 
$5000.00. Estimated average monthly stenographic expense is $100.00. Laymen 
do very little legal business. Conditions of practice considered fair. Lawyers 
are prominent in civic affairs. Two lawyers attended college and three gradu- 
ated from law school. All lawyers practice alone. Lawyer could not be assured 
living income from the beginning of practice. Lawyer population ratio, one: 
2385. 


LETTER FROM DEAN TRUSLER 


“Editor, Florida Law Journal: 


In the Florida Law Journal for February, 1950, on page 62, Dean R. A. Rasco 
of the Miami Law School is quoted as saying: ‘Dean Trusler, while Dean of the 
University of Florida College of Law, stated in this room that the main reason 
that he advocated the retention of the diploma privilege was that the State of 
Florida did not pay sufficient money to get the best faculty that was available 
and consequently he was afraid that down through the years that Florida could 
not compete with the schools in sister states who spend enough funds to get better 
faculties. He stated that although he was fortunate at that time of having a very 
fine faculty, he was afraid that the time would come when he could not get the 
faculty he desired.’ 


The above statement I deny. At no time or place have I made such a statement. 
It is contrary to anything I have thought about the diploma privilege in Florida; 
and should anything seem to support the denied statement—I have no knowledge 
of anything—it is simply misquotation and error. 


Kindly publish my statement in the Journal. I think it is due me and the 
alumni of the State Law School that the denial should have the same publicity 
as the charge. 


Cordially yours, 
S/ Harry R. Trusler.” 
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Arthur L. Anderson is the new pres- 
ident of the Tampa and Hillsborough 
County Bar Association. He succeeds 
James M. McEwen. 

Two attorneys are candidates for 
city commission in Tallahassee. They 
are William A. O’Bryan and Miss 
Kathryn Gregory. 

Erskine W. Landis of DeLand was 
elected president of the Volusia Coun- 
ty Bar Association, succeeding Curtis 
Basch. Frank H. Elmore, Jr., was 
elected president of the Jacksonville 
Bar Association, succeeding Donald 
K. Carroll. 

James T. Smith succeeded Carrol 
Runyon as president of the St. Peters- 
burg Bar Association. 

Donn Gregory of Tampa spoke to 
the law students of the University of 
Miami about the long-time efforts of 
the junior bar section of the Florida 

State Bar Association to have small 
claims courts established in various 
counties. 

Richard H. Merritt resigned as coun- 
ty attorney for Escambia county, a 
position he had held since 1937, and 
Senator Philip D. Beall was named to 
succeed him. 

James Hook, Miami Springs busi- 
ness man, has offered a law scholar- 
ship at the University of Miami to a 
young resident of Miami Springs who 
must meet qualifications of high stand- 
ard. 

The Duval County Bar Association 
reported success in nine of the 12 
major bills it sponsored in the 1949 
legislature. One of these provided for 
a small claims court in that county. 
The first 1,000 cases filed in the new 
court showed claims totalling $42,000. 

Florida newspapers, daily and week- 
ly, gave generous space to news items 
about the new rules of procedure. The 
information was provided by the pub- 
lic relations committee. Special stories 
were prepared by local reporters in 
some cities. 


Attorney Bruce Hood is the new 
president of the Hollywood chamber 
of commerce. 

The Gilchrist county commission ap- 
pointed William O. Clifton of Trenton 
as county attorney, succeeding Wil- 
liam Randall Slaughter of Live Oak. 

Mrs. Helen Strait, St. Cloud attor- 
ney, recently observed her 93rd birth- 
day. 

The Clearwater Bar association 
elected Ben Krentzman as its new 
president. He succeeds A. T. Cooper, 
Jr. 

Charles O. Andrews, Jr., succeeded 
John G. Baker as president of the 
Orange County Bar Association. 

Norman Stone, Tailahassee attorney, 
has been appointed a member of the 
Florida Council for the Blind. 

Wallace R. Smith, DeLand attorney, 
is the new president of the DeLand 
Memorial Hospital Trustees. 

J. Leo Chapman has been elected 
president of the Palm Beach Bar as- 
sociation, succeeding Charles B. Ful- 
ton. 

Justice Elwyn Thomas of the Flor- 
ida Supreme Court has been appointed 
a member of the American Bar As- 
sociation’s committee on cooperation 
with laymen. 

Louis M. Jepeway, Miami attorney, 
was selected by the Knights of Co- 
lumbus as “Knight of the Month.” He 
is a past depty grand knight of the 
Miami council, K. of C. 

Marvin Green, Tampa attorney, will 
serve as chairman in 1950 of the Hills- 
borough County School board. He has 
been a board member since 1947. 

William Chappell, Jr., was appoint- 
ed Marion county prosecuting attor- 
ney by the board of county commis- 
sioners. Wallace E. Sturgis was re- 
appointed county attorney. 

Hugh M. Sutton was elected presi- 
dent of the Broward county bar asso- 
ciation. Retiring president is Sher- 
wood Spencer. 
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Robert M. Barton of St. Petersburg 
has been appointed chairman of the 
1950 Red Cross fund campaign. 

James T. Vocelle has moved his 
residence from Tallahassee to Vero 
Beach, but he will maintain an office 
in Tallahassee. 

A new law partnership formed in 
Orlando has Alex Akerman, Jr., Wal- 
ter Akerman, Jr., and Joseph E. Price 
as members. 

William A. McRae, Jr., has been 
appointed city attorney for Bartow. 

Robert McK. Foster, a recent law 
graduate of Stetson University has 
become associated with the firm of 
Wideman, Caldwell, Pacetti & Robin- 
son, West Palm Beach. 

The former partners and associates 
of Charles A. Mitchell, deceased, an- 
nounce the continuance of the prac- 
tice of law under the firm name of 
Mitchell, Smith & Mitchell, Vero 
Beach. 

Thomas F. Fleming announces the 
formation of a partnership with his 
sons John W. Fleming and Foy B. 
Fleming, with offices at 803 Sweet 
Building, Fort Lauderdale. 

J. B. Patterson, Wm. M. O’Bryan 
and Linwood Cabot announce that 
they have formed a partnership for 
the general practice of law under the 
firm name of Patterson, O’Bryan & 


Cabot, in the Sweet Building, Fort 
Lauderdale. 

Joseph A. Peel, Jr., a recent gradu- 
ate of Stetson University has returned 
to West Palm Beach to practice law 
in the offices of State Senator John 
R. Beacham. 


Lee L. Baker, Mary Lou Baker and 
Andrew §S. Horton announce as of 
January 1, 1950, the formation of a 
partnership for the general practice 
of law under the firm style Baker & 
Horton, with offices in the Legal 
Building, 422 Cleveland Street, Clear- 
water. 


John D. Shepard and Roger F. Dykes 
announce the formation of a partner- 
ship for the general practice of law 
under the firm name of Shepard & 
Dykes, Brevard County State Bank 
Building, Cocoa. 

Robert A. Henderson, James A. 
Franklin, Finis E. Starnes and Par- 
ker Holt announce that on January 
1, 1950 Lloyd G. Hendry and James 
A. Franklin, Jr., will become members 
of the firm. Robert Cody Brown will 
continue as insurance investigator and 
adjuster. The firm will continue the 
general practice of law under the name 
of Henderson, Franklin, Starnes & 
Holt, with offices in Collier Building, 
Fort Myers. 
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Tel. 3-5751 


PAUL HORRELL 
819 No. Summerlin St. 
Orlando, Fla. 


Florida Representative 


The Lawyers Co-Operative 
Publishing Co. 


Rochester, New York 


American Jurisprudence — A. 
L. R. —A. L. R. 2nd Series 
Text and Statutes — U. S. 
Supreme Court Reports Law- 
yers Edition — New U. S. Su- 
preme Court Digest — Anno- 
tated. 


JEFFERSON 
123 Reems with 
Both ond Shower. 


Hotel PENNSYLVANIA 
formerly The Reyol Werth 
300 Rooms with Baths and Showers 
Open all the year. Outstanding hotel service ond 
modern conveniences tor discriminating guests. 
GARAGE service. 


Hetel GEORGE WASHINGTON 


200 Reems with Baths aad Showers 
Open oll the year. Radic and every modem com 
wentence and service ber summer ond winte: comiont 

GARAGE bervice. 
t Reasonable Rates Posted in Every Room 


ROBERT KLOEPPEL MANAGEMENT 


@ 
KLOEPPEL. 
Hotels in 
JACKSONVILLE 
RATES... trom $3.50 | 
MAY FLOWE R 
RATES...hom $3.00 
| 
RATES... from $2.00 
WEST PALM BEACH 
SSS 


FLORIDA STATUTES 1949 


$12.50 per set (2 books) in Florida. 
$13.50 out of state. 


Attorneys will be notified by mail and through the press when 
available. 


Statutory Revision Department is now working on final stages 
of preparing a revised general index. 


Improvements 


New Common Law and Chancery Rules. 
Revised General Index. 
Complete History Notes to every section. 


All Statutes down to date through the Extraordinary 
Session of 1949. 


Reserve your copy through the Secretary of State. 


Honorable R. A. Gray 
Secretary of State 
Tallahassee, Florida 


Please send me________-sets of the new Florida Statutes 
of 1949 @ $12.50 a set, when available. 


Enclosed is my (check, money order, cash) for $ 
to cover costs. 


Signed 
Address 


Printed and Edited by 
Attorney General’s Office 
Statutory Revision Department 


RICHARD W. ERVIN, 
Attorney General. 


| 


NUMBER 


Number 7 of our series of interesting and valuable excerpts 
from CORPUS JURIS SECUNDUM is now available and a 
limited number of copies has been set aside for complimentary 
distribution. This one deals with 


APPLICATION OF RES IPSA LOQUITOR 
DOCTRINE IN ACTIONS FOR INJURIES 
FROM OPERATION OF 
MOTOR VEHICLES 


Reprinted From The Title 
MOTOR VEHICLES 
Volume 61, Corpus Juris Secundum 


If you desire a copy just drop us a line and one 
will be mailed to you with our compliments. 


Because of the tremendous demand for the earlier 

numbers of this series, a reprint has been made and 

copies are now available if you have not already 
received them. 


THE AMERICAN LAW BOOK COMPANY 
BROOKLYN 1, NEW YORK 


FLORIDA LAW 
of the 


FAMILY, MARRIAGE and DIVORCE 


by 


JAMES M. CARSON 
(of the Miami Bar) 


The influence of the court upon the laws under which 
the people of Florida live has been nowhere more 
noticeable than in the development of the “Law of 
the Family, Marriage and Divorce.” There have been 
very few statutory changes since the divorce laws of 
1835, but it will appear in the text of this book that 
the decisions of the Supreme Court have clarified the 
requirements for the procuring of divorces, and that 
there have been many equitable decisions with regard 
to property rights, custody of children, adoption, and 
other subjects of an allied nature, particularly within 
the past twenty or thirty years. 


ONE LARGE VOLUME 
FABRIKOID BINDING, $25.00 


ENTER YCUR ORDER NOW 


THE HARRISON COMPANY 
Law Book Publishers 


Pryor & Hunter Sts., P. O. Box 4214 Atlanta 2, Ga. 


HARRISON SERVICE SAVES TIME © 


PROTECTS CLIENTS 


Keadg Soon! 
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